
    It’s Q/A’s contention that the world is becoming more, not less, paranoid -- although recent 
advances in science and technology would indicate otherwise.  For instance, the Internet has 
made for a more open dialogue in virtually every stratum of society.   The amount of talk -- 
social discourse -- expands almost exponentially every year as we make ever smaller and more 
powerful devices we can carry around for communication.  You might think that as we become 
more transparent in our communications, as we reach out and touch more people, allow more 
people to touch us,  we bring down the barriers of suspicion and distrust.  You might conclude, 
therefore, that the world is becoming a safer, more hospitable, more caring place -- and that our 
Father’s great pronouncement, “love thy neighbor as thyself” is now at last being fulfilled.  
    “Be back before dark.”  That was another pronouncement, made by our Mothers.  It implied 
we were to be on our guard at all times, not just after sunset.  It instilled in us a sense of both 
trust (in our mother’s warning) and wonder (of what she knew that we didn’t.)  A bilateral 
approach to danger passed on from generation to generation.  Trust but verify, said Ronald 
Reagan recasting a Russian proverb.  We want to be out there and open and receptive, but we 
know there are darker forces waiting to engage the innocent and uninformed. 
    Paranoia is closely related to schizophrenia as in producing a tension between two competing 
personalities for the same body.  And the two personas can range from displaying 
complementary behaviors to being highly competitive or worse.  In the most extreme of cases 
one personality believes the other is life-threatening and must be gotten rid of.  It may be so 
paralyzing and overwhelming, the only solution is murdering onesself.  
    Our world is presently nearing the “event horizon” of this dichotomy of thinking.  We want to 
engage and explore the wonders of the universe with all of hearts and minds, yet can now see -- 
with actual photographs! -- the dangers of “black holes” and the instant destruction of everything 
we hold dear if we get too near.  Great excitement and anticipation of our freedom to discover; 
great trepidation of what we will find. 
    But progress has always been like this, no?   Our discoveries of transistors, microchips, 
circuit boards, smartphones, the internet, the cloud … all this in a couple of generations!  Setting 
foot on the moon is already a quaint reminder of “one small step for a man…”  Just look at what 
we’ve accomplished since then.  
    In the intervening half-century or so mankind has made giant leaps forward in science and 
technology at the expense of changing our planet’s climate and displacing tens of millions of 
people.  We have stratified and polarized our economies, our political discourse, our spiritual 
foundations.  We have trampled hope for a loving one-world community into a have/have-not 
Nazi-like dispensation for survival.  
   This cannot just be the result of our impotent politicians, social agitators and economic 
doomcasters.  It cannot just be the blind leading the bland.  Something else is at play here, 
something out there in the dark, something we should be aware of, taking seriously, that wants 
to divide and conquer us.  And if taking it head on involves a bit of paranoia on our part, so be it!  
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