
 

                                    PART ONE -- HOW DID WE GET HERE? 
 
                                                           An Introduction 
 
 
   Q/A asks three basic questions about existence:  How did we get here?   Why are we here? 
Where are we going?   In that respect Q/A is an orientation weekend.  It provides you with the 
coordinates you will need to get around life’s campus.  And it may find some hidden gems and 
new discoveries unmapped, or unloved.   Above all, it’s your exploration; there are guides, even 
some roadsigns, but there are no hand-holders, no sherpers alongside you to carry the heavy 
equipment.  
   We start with the idea that we had to come from somewhere; we just didn’t show up at the 
campus’s front gate one day expecting to be welcomed in.  Sure, we were in our mother’s 
bellies for a time, and before that in bellies of apes and dolphins and fleas.  So some salient 
responses might be:  
       1.  Darwinian evolution produced us 
       2.  We are all G-d’s creation 
       3.  Aliens interbred with early humans 
       4.  We came back from the future 
       5.  Reality exists only in our minds 
       6.  None of the above 
       7.  All of the above 
       8.  I’m. Just. Here. --so shut the fuck up! 
   And then there are some not-so-salient answers which I’ll not bore you with here.   But Q/A 
will, in the course of this book, investigate many reasonable responses from the worlds of 
science, philosophy and religion to the three questions above -- because they do matter in 
figuring out a part of existence we all experience at some point or another:  a little something 
called consciousness, which in Q/A’s terms are three-consciousnesses-in-one -- or a triation 
(new word there!) of self-awareness.  If we were to somehow roadsign the course we’ll take, to 
make things a little easier to follow, it might look something like this… 
 
                                                    PAST                          PRESENT                      FUTURE 
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    Of course, there will be deviation from the course.  Roads less taken, some backtracked, 
some abandoned.  This is a work in progress, after all.  It asks the big questions, but doesn’t 
pretend to have the answers.  But most of them you already know, innately, in a continuum of 
triative consciousness going back to the beginnings of life itself.   And by getting closer to 
figuring this out we may be able to figure out another continuum we are all caught up in:  a little 
something called time/space.  Consciousness.  Time.  Space.  It’s a reasonable enough starting 
point.  Who knew?  
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